New Gloves for Better Care Now Being Used
You may have noticed a new glove being used at FACILITY NAME. They’re green on the outside, but look pretty much like any other disposable glove. On the inside, though, they’re very different. The interior of the gloves is coated with a fine layer of organic freeze-dried aloe vera extract. When they’re put on, the aloe is activated by the warmth and moisture on the hands, where the aloe soothes and moisturizes the skin.

If anyone knows about rough treatment of skin, it’s those of us who work in healthcare. We’re washing with soap and water dozens of times every day, changing gloves constantly and rubbing with alcohol-based sanitizers. Some of us work with cleaning products or other chemicals that aren’t the kindest to hands. We may get a break in our hectic schedule to put on moisturizer, but it’s not always easy to remember. It’s no surprise that we see irritated hands, especially in the winter months.

With Aloetouch gloves from Medline, there’s nothing to remember because the moisturizing is automatic, every time the glove is put on. It’s a nice benefit for our staff members, but there’s a clinical purpose behind the idea, too. Studies have shown that skin irritation is a significant barrier to hand hygiene compliance.1 . It makes sense that if you can soothe and moisturize hands, their owners are more likely to follow hand hygiene guidelines.

Healthcare-associated infections can be expensive, and some of them can be traced to lapses in good hand hygiene: washing, sanitizing and gloving. Another study2 has stated that a serious infection acquired in a hospital can cost up to $68,146 to treat—and that cost is usually not reimbursed by the Medicare/Medicaid program, leaving the facility to pay. The study authors also concluded that improving hand hygiene compliance by just 1% would save a 200-bed hospital over $39,000 annually. That’s a savings we could put towards better care of both patients and staff.

Have you used the Aloetouch gloves yet? What do you think of them, and how are your hands feeling? Are they helping you stay on track with your own hand hygiene? Let us know!
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